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CANTEEN OPEN FROM 10AM TO 11.30AM 

LOOKING BACK 70 
YEARS 

The day of the Queen’s coronation was cold, wet, 
and windy. I was four years old and in an old black 
and white photograph taken at a street party, I was 
wearing my winter coat and no doubt my mother 
would have made me wear a liberty bodice with a 
piece of red flannel as I had a “weak chest”.  

Rationing for most food had been in force for twelve 
years, except fish, bread, and vegetables. Apples 
and oranges were scarce, shopkeepers tried to 
save them for children and pregnant women. 
Imports of fruit, such as bananas and lemons were 
unobtainable. As an example, a weekly allowance 
of loose tea was approximately 2 oz (57 g) and 
sugar 8 oz (227 g), you were allowed one fresh egg 
or one packet of powered egg. Clothing was also 
rationed, to buy a coat would have cost a year’s 
worth of the stamps in your ration book.  

No wonder our forebears who tended an allotment 
here threw their efforts into the Dig for Victory 
campaign. 

QUEENS PLATINUM JUBILEE PARTY  

Sunday June 5th from 12 noon 
onwards  

Join us on the Canteen Green to celebrate our 
Queen’s Jubilee. We will be having a barbeque 
and we are asking you to bring and share your 
favourite dishes. Donations of drinks gratefully 
accepted. The weather looks good so let’s make 
this an event to remember.  

Please be advised that both Glenthorne and 
Blackthorne Avenues will be closed to through 
traffic between 11am and 9pm on Friday 3rd 
June.   

NEWSLETTER    JUNE 2022 

VOLUNTEERS, WE NEED YOU. 

Without all the volunteers who help in so many 
different ways we would not be able to achieve 
the many planned projects and social gatherings 
that we enjoy. We were proud holders of the best 
allotment site in Croydon last year, this would not 
have been achieved without the input of all our 
regular volunteers who give their time and 
expertise so freely. However, we desperately 
need more people to help for a variety of jobs 
throughout our site. Please do try to make that 
commitment, just a few hours from every plot 
holder would make an enormous difference.  

We are in great need of extra help in the trading 
centre, sometimes there is only one person in the 
warehouse, this is simply not adequate enough. A 
Saturday afternoon cashier is needed for a three 
week rota or if you cannot commit to this could 
you be an occasional cashier who could step in to 
cover absences?     

TOP TIPS FOR SWEETCORN 

Now is the time to plant your sweetcorn if you have 
started them off undercover. These plants must 
have been acclimatised (hardened off) outside for 
at least a week before they are planted in situ. Do 
not grow in rows but in blocks. Sweetcorn is not 
pollinated by bees and other insects but by wind so 
sowing your sweetcorn plants in a squarish block 
encourages pollination. They like a warm, 
sheltered, sunny position protected from high 
winds. The ground must be prepared well by 
digging in lots of garden compost or well-rotted 
manure. Then rack in a high potassium general 
fertiliser at a rate of three handfuls per square 
metre and water in well.  

Once the sweetcorn heads start to grow your crop 
must be protected as we share our allotment site 
with a lot of wildlife: foxes, badgers, squirrels, mice, 
and rats plus all the birds. We use a mixture of wire 
netting, old panels of secondary double glazing; 
whatever you have to hand can be used if it is 
sturdy enough. Do not forget to have a net cover 
over the top, we managed a few good pickings 
(delicious) but unfortunately I forgot about the 
squirrels and lost the remainder of our crop last 
year.  

MULCHING FRUIT TREES 

Mulching fruit trees promotes healthy growth, 
giving the tree all the help it needs to produce the 
best possible crop. Mulching helps conserve 
moisture in summer and prevents weeds from 
growing. Mulching is best done now as we have 
had a lot of welcome rain lately. Spread the mulch 
10cm deep around the base to cover the rootball 
area but make sure you keep a mulch-free circle 
of about 10 cm around the base of the tree-trunk 
to prevent the bark decaying.  
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VEGETABLE CARE: 

Stake tall or floppy plants to prevent wind 
damage, we have a good choice of different 
canes, sticks and ties.  

Pinch out the tender tops of broad bean plants 
and spray against blackfly if necessary.  

Early peas may be ready for harvest, you can 
also eat the pretty clover-like leaves and tendrils 
that come away with the pod. When the crop is 
finished cut off the plants at ground level leaving 
the roots to conserve valuable nutrients in the 
soil.  

Keep carrot fly off carrots by covering them with a 
fine woven plastic mesh like Enviromesh, 
making sure the corners are well tucked in or 
buried to prevent any attack.  

Weeds start to grow in earnest this month, either 
hoe or spray. I have found that using a 
Canterbury hoe is a quick way to deal with the 
dreaded Mare’s Tail. We have a good variety of 
weed killer near the till area. 

Harvest lettuce, radish, and early potatoes.  

Plant out tomatoes if this has not already been 
done. Train them up canes or string and pinch 
out side shoots unless you are growing a bush 
variety. When 4 flower trusses have formed, 
pinch out the growing point just above the highest 
truss.  

Continue with successional sowing of salad crops 
such as Beetroot, Chinese Cabbage, Pak Choi 
and Radish to ensure an even harvest. Leafy 
salad crops may do better when sown in partial 
shade.  

Courgettes, Marrows and Pumpkins can still be 
sown outside in early June. Encourage good fruit 
set by hand pollinating. Push the male flowers 
lightly into the female ones.  
 
Plant celeriac and self-blanching celery, these 
need a well-prepared site with lots of organic 
matter. Plant the celery in blocks to aid the 
blanching process.  

Continue to earth-up potatoes not ready for 
harvest, this is even more important now as we 
are not allowed to use sprays to prevent blight. 
Earthing up also stops the light from turning the 
potatoes green and poisonous. Extra potatoes 
can form on the buried stems.   

JOBS TO DO IN JUNE 

FRUIT CARE: 

Put straw around strawberry plants to prevent soil 
splashing onto the fruit. Alternatively use 
strawberry mats as this will stop the fruits from 
touching the soil and getting too damp. Remove 
any mouldy fruit and leaves promptly to prevent 
the spread of infection. Cover the whole bed with 
netting to prevent bird damage. Start to peg down 
some runners for new plants next year. You can 
even select a couple of plants for this purpose, 
pinching off any flowers to encourage them on 
producing green shoots and runners for saving and 
potting up.  

If you have not already done so, hang pheromone 
traps in apple trees to help reduce codling moth 
numbers, a similar trap is available for red plum 
maggot on plums. You will need 1 trap for every 3 
to 5 trees.  

Wait to thin out apples until after the ‘June drop’. 
Pears only need thinning if fruit set is heavy. 
Thinning can help improve the size and quality of 
the crop, and prevent a cycle of a good year and 
then a bad year. Gooseberries can also be 
thinned, using the unripe fruit for cooking.   

Hoe off or pull out raspberry suckers that appear 
between the rows.  

Water tree, bush and cane fruit thoroughly every 
seven to ten days during dry spells.  

Plants that can help keep pests 
away. 

Basil - flies, fruit flies and mosquitoes 

Catnip - flea beetles (do not use unless you want 
to drive cats mad)  

Horseradish - potato bugs 

Lavender - moths, mosquitoes and fleas 

Mint - cabbage white butterflies 

Nasturtiums –white fly, aphids and beetles 

Oregano –cucumber beetles and cabbage whites 

Parsley – asparagus beetle 

Rosemary - bean beetles and carrot flies 

Sage - white butterflies, carrot flies 

Tarragon - a good allrounder that repels most 
insects.  

Thyme - cabbage worms, whitefly 
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